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In the same manner as e-business, e-learning is a network
application making use of established network infrastructure,
and it may be defined as the generic name for types of learning
employing networks in some form or other. e-learning may take
the form of satellite-based distance lectures and electronic
books, although the main current is "web-based training" (WBT)
employing Web technology. At universities, where education is
their exclusive concern, efforts to tackle the field of e-learning
are coming into focus as elements of an action plan aimed at
distinctive universities as described in the Toyama Plan.
However, although e-learning was incorporated from an early
stage into education inside companies, as a result of which
there are already many examples and much information
available on the subject, in contrast, use in universities has only
just begun and there is very little information available for
reference purposes even if a university is actively interested in
making a start with e-learning.

The aim of this paper is to describe the current state of e-
learning in universities and the prospects for its application in
the future. | hope that it will prove to be of use to universities
intent on embarking on e-learning.
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