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e-business on demand

In the previous issue (No. 36), we carried a feature on grid
computing as the Internet mixing and decentralizing technology for
different types of machine aimed at achieving the sharing of
computer resources. “e-business on demand” is IBM new Agenda to
redefine the way computing, applications and processes, is based on
the new infrastructure technologies like grid computing. “On
demand” here refers specifically to providing the required quantity
exactly when it is required. Just as with electricity, gas and water, a
better system will come about if people are able to use IT
infrastructure, applications and other business processes as needed
and then pay only for what they have actually used. Information
resources have previously been regarded as corporate assets, and
the standard approach has involved individual companies creating
and managing their own programs. However, with the appearance
of “e-business on demand,” there has been an enormous increase in
the range of options available for the use of computers. e-business
will be entering the stage of dynamic integration in which process
linkage occurs not only inside companies but also with outside
companies and organizations. At IBM, we are looking at “e-business
on demand” as a key term relating to the overall control of new
developments in business computing in such new e-business
dimensions. In “Management Forefront” in this issue, we take a look
at how IBM is tackling the field of “e-business on demand” and at
autonomic computing, a technology indispensable for its realization.
The papers cover a wide variety of topics including the results of the
most recent IT research and studies based on practical on-site
system construction.
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