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SOA Technologies and Japanese IT Environment

Nowadays, the expressions “SOA” and “Service Oriented”
are very hot topics, and there is an increasing number of
businesses striving to implement SOA. In order to implement
SOA, rather than just buying and implementing a product,
businesses need to understand technology and they need to
understand the business environment surrounding SOA.
However, more importantly, they must progressively change
the mechanisms and methodologies with which they have
previously been accustomed. SOA cannot be achieved just by
consuming technology. IT departments at businesses in
Europe and the U.S. now use XML and Web Services to the same
degree as Java™. It is now also common for them to use
iterative or agile software development methodologies. The
Bible contains the following proverb: “No one pours new wine into
old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and
both the wine and the skins are ruined. Rather, new wine is
poured into fresh wineskins.” In this context, SOA is a new
wine. Thus we need to be wise when it comes to the container.
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