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Comet: Low Latency Data for the Browser

Archived Entry
Posted by alex under programming , javascript , webdev

Post Date :
Friday, Mar 3rd, 2006 at 10:37
An old web technology is slowly being resurrected from the depths of history. Browser —
features that have gone untouched for years are once again being employed to bring Category
better responsiveness to Uls. Servers are learning to cope with a new way of doing
things. And Fm not talking about Ajax. d e and i
an oae
New services like Jot Live and Meebo are built with a style of data transmission that is Do More :
neither traditional nor Ajax. Their brand of low-latency data transfer to the browser is You can leave a response, or

unique, and it is becoming ever-more common. Lacking a better term, T've taken to Jiback from your own site.
calling this style of event-driven, server-push data streaming “Comet”. It doesn’t stand

for anything, and I'm not sure that it should. There is much confusion about how these

techniques work, and so using pre-existing definitions and names is as likely to get as

much wrong as it would get right.

Defining Comet

For a new term to be useful, at a minimum we need some examples of the technology, a
list of the problems being solved, and properties which distinguish it from other
techniques. As with Ajax, these aren’t hard to find. A short list of example applications
includes:

S0 what makes these apps special? What makes them different from other things that
might at first glance appear similar? Fundamentally, they all use long-lived HTTP
connections to reduce the latency with which messages are passed to the server. In
essence, they do nof poll the server eccasionally. Instead the server has an open line of
communication with which it can push data to the client.

From the perspective of network activity, we can modify JJG's original Ajax diagram to
illustrate how Comet differs:

http://alex.dojotoolkit.org/?p=545
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