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Management Forefront—@ SPECIAL ISSUE: Information On Demand

The Inevitable Flow of Technology Toward Information On Demand

Information On Demand (IOD) enables the management and efficient use of a broad array of data which has
been dispersed on a global scale. 10D is inextricably linked to Service Oriented Architecture (SOA), and it could
be argued that it is an inevitability brought about from business requirements and technological evolution.

According to recent studies, Moore’s Law, namely that the number of components per circuit doubles every
18 months, is likely to remain valid for the next ten years. Coupled with this, if restrictions are eliminated as
a result of declines in hardware prices, then it appears that information from all around the world will be able
to be accumulated and used. Research into 10D has proceeded as a technique for utilizing data which has
been dispersed across the globe. In particular, virtualization technology is playing a considerable role.

Furthermore, 10D also demonstrates a significant capability in the management of metadata. It is
predicted that, from now on, the utilization of metadata will not only be a major business strength, but
metadata itself will have tremendous value, and will even become the subject of business. Moreover, it
is likely that there will be a demand for new functions for databases themselves, for the purpose of
managing data and metadata. In other words, IOD will enable the provision of “information as a
service.” That is, the appropriately controlled and timely provision of relevant information to the
appropriate person or organization in the form of a service. In a word, by thinking of “information as a
service,” information service levels and policies, etc. will be able to be given detailed support.

There is excellent potential for the dissemination of IOD based on open standards to lead to the
reorganization of the data world. When this happens, it is thought that businesses which adapt
fastest to the new trends will lead their respective industries, and will reap great rewards.
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