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The History of Tokyo Research Laboratory
and the Futuristic Technology of IBM
(the 25th Anniversary of TRL)

Tokyo Research Laboratory (TRL) opened its doors in 1982 as
the Japan Science Institute (JSI) in Tokyo, with Dr. Hisashi
Kobayashi as the first Director. As part of the IBM global
research community, TRL continued to produce innovative
scientific results and engineering breakthroughs to make a real
difference at both our company and throughout the world, with
technologies such as kana-kanji conversion, machine
translation, speech recognition, Java JIT (Just-In-Time)
Compiler, low power management for ThinkPads, display
technology, XML/Web services, and accessibility research. In the
1990's, TRL extended its research focus to client innovations, and
launched the new research models ODIS (On Demand
Innovation Services) and FOAK (First-Of-A-Kind). The text
mining and optimization technologies also contributed to
solving the business challenges of TRL's clients.

In 2007, TRL celebrated its 25th anniversary. The research
achievements and trust gained over the past 25 years has
renewed TRL's focus as a world-class IT research institute for the
next 25 years.
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